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The purpose of this Addendum is to clarify and update the SR 32 Relocation Feasibility Study (March 2012) to take
into account public comments received following a public involvement meeting on August 2, 2012 and agency input.
These have been incorporated into the project development process and the Feasibility Study.

Background

The Eastern Corridor is a multi-modal program for improving mobility and connectivity between central Cincinnati
and communities in eastern Hamilton County and western Clermont County. An Eastern Corridor Tier 1 Final
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) was approved in September 2005 and a Tier 1 Record of Decision (ROD) was
issued in June 2006. The Tier 1 ROD established a multi-modal framework for enhancing the regional transportation
network and identified transportation investments to be further evaluated in Tier 2, including new roadway and rail
transit projects, local network improvements, expanded bus transit, and pedestrian/bikeway improvements.

The SR 32 Relocation, one of several roadway projects carried forward from the Eastern Corridor Tier 1 ROD,
consists of a controlled-access, relocated State Route 32 (SR 32) from US 50 in Fairfax, Hamilton County to the I-
275/SR 32 interchange in Clermont County. The project involves a multi-modal crossing of the Little Miami River
and close coordination with other multi-modal components of the Eastern Corridor. Tier 1 identified a number of
preliminary alternative corridors (400 to 600 feet wide) in which a potential SR 32 relocation could be located as the
project further develops.

Early Tier 2 work included a SR 32 Relocation Feasibility Study prepared in March 2012. The Feasibility Study
evaluated preliminary corridors carried over from Tier 1 and recommended a reduced number of corridors to be
advanced for further study. The evaluation considered study information from Tier 1 as well as archaeology
literature reviews, Little Miami River channel studies and various other environmental work performed after the
2006 Tier 1 ROD. The recommended study corridors depicted on Figure 17 of the March 2012 report represented
the broad study area (yellow-shaded corridor) in which narrower alignments could be developed as the next step in
the study process. Specific roadway alignments were not developed or a preferred alternative selected by the
Feasibility Study. Information and recommended study corridors from the Feasibility Study were presented for
review at a Public Involvement Meeting held on August 2, 2012.

Updated Project Information

The Village of Mariemont National Historic Landmark (Mariemont NHL) status was not included in the March 2012
Feasibility Study. Mariemont obtained National Historic Landmark status in 2007, the boundaries of which include
525 acres of the Village proper and 1,030 contributing resources, as well as an undeveloped 80-acre portion of
south Mariemont located between an existing rail corridor and the Little Miami River (see Attachment A). This part
of Mariemont, referred to as the ‘Lower 80’, occurs within the area of potential effect of the SR 32 Relocation
project, as depicted in revised Figure 12 of the Feasibility Study (see Attachment B).

At the time of the 2006 Tier 1 ROD, the Village of Mariemont was listed in the National Register of Historic Places as
a Historic District, the boundaries of which did not include the Lower 80. The Lower 80 was identified in Tier 1 as a
future park (Section 4(f) recreational resource) based on planning information obtained from village officials.
Currently, the site contains public gardens and a recently constructed series of walking/hiking trails. A National
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Register listed archaeology site (Mariemont Embankment and Village Site) is located along the Little Miami River
bluffs above the Lower 80 (outside the project area), and there is the potential that additional sensitive
archaeological resources occur within the Lower 80.

The National Park Service determined that the Village of Mariemont meets National Historic Landmark criteria as a
premier example of a planned residential suburb associated with the American garden-city movement of the early
twentieth century. In accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, FHWA is
responsible for assessing affects to historic properties when a federal action or approval may affect a property listed
on or eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. Potential effects of the SR 32 Relocation project
on the Mariemont NHL (including potential direct and indirect impacts) and other historic and archaeological sites in
the project area will be appropriately considered in the Tier 2 study process, including alternative evaluation,
agency coordination, and project recommendations.

Section 106 Agency Coordination

An initial coordination meeting was held on September 25, 2012 with representatives of the Ohio Department of
Transportation (ODOT), the National Park Service (NPS), and the Ohio State Historic Preservation Office (OHPO) to
discuss potential effects of the SR 32 Relocation project on the Mariemont NHL. A follow-up interagency meeting to
collaborate on the Section 106 process for the project was held on November 13, 2012, including representatives
from ODOT District 8, ODOT Office of Environmental Services, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), the NPS
Midwest Regional and Washington D.C. Offices, OHPO, and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP). In
a letter dated November 20, 2012, ODOT in coordination with FHWA notified the Secretary of the Interior that
alternatives under consideration for the SR 32 Relocation project have the potential to adversely affect the historic
characteristics of the Mariemont NHL, and invited the Secretary to participate in Section 106 consultation in
accordance with 36 CFR § 800.10(c) of the National Historic Preservation Act. Meeting minutes and coordination
materials are included in Attachment C (Agency Coordination).

The identification of Section 106 consulting parties and Section 106 consultation meetings are planned as part of
the Tier 2 phase of work. Section 106 meetings to obtain input from consulting parties are being scheduled in the
next few months.

Context Sensitive Framework

Under ODOT’s project development process, alternatives are developed and evaluated based on consideration of
the intensity and context of impacts to all resources. As resources are identified through technical studies and
public and agency input, study corridors are refined, and alternatives are evaluated and narrowed down until a
preferred alternative is selected, including consideration of the No Build alternative.

For the SR 32 Relocation project, there are numerous sensitive features within the study area that need to be
considered in project development, including the Mariemont NHL, as well as other historic properties, the Little
Miami National and State Scenic River, two National Register Archaeology Districts, Native American sites and
known burials, expansive floodway and floodplains, wetlands and aquifers, threatened and endangered species,
parks and greenspace, farmland, landfills, utility corridors, business districts and residential neighborhoods. The
goal of the Tier 2 study is to identify a preferred alternative that addresses regional transportation needs through a
decision-making process that balances avoidance/minimization of impacts to sensitive features, supports the needs
of local communities, and fulfills regulatory requirements for resource protection and the consideration of public
and agency input under NEPA.
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Revised Feasibility Study Recommendations - December 2012

Since the SR 32 Relocation project has the potential to affect the Mariemont NHL, study corridors initially
recommended by the March 2012 Feasibility Study have been expanded to help evaluate opportunities for impact
avoidance and minimization. The relevant portion of the study area, called the ‘River Crossing Subarea’ in the
Feasibility Study, is centered on the Little Miami River at the Horseshoe Bend. This subarea is mostly undeveloped
due to limitations posed by an extensive floodway and a broad floodplain. A large landfill is located along the west
bank of the river. Riparian woodland with potential wetlands and endangered species habitat occurs to the east of
the river (greenspace area). Also east of the river are large agricultural tracts containing sensitive archaeological
features within the Hahn National Register Archaeology District, including Native American sites and burials. Other
features in the subarea include the Clear Creek stream channel with associated wetlands, and Clear Creek Park.
Environmental resource maps are presented in Figure 6 through Figure 16 of the Feasibility Study report.

Initial Recommendations (March 2012)

Four river crossing areas were evaluated in the March 2012 Feasibility Study. Alternatives D, E and F were
eliminated due to critical cost and design issues associated with a river crossing in unstable reaches of the Little
Miami River, landfill impacts, extensive floodway crossings, potential impacts to Section 106 archaeology resources
associated with the Hahn National Register District and impacts to riparian greenspace.

Alternative C was recommended to be modified and advanced as an expanded corridor (Alternative C1) to allow
flexibility in alignment development relative to Oasis Rail Transit coordination and avoidance/minimization of
impacts to archaeology resources. This corridor encroaches on the Mariemont Lower 80 area, including boundaries
of the Mariemont NHL and the public gardens and walking/hiking trails. An existing utility corridor is also potentially
impacted and potential visual/noise impacts to residents along the Mariemont bluff are a concern. The Alternative
C corridor minimizes encroachment on the boundaries of the Hahn National Register Archaeology District and
associated sensitive archaeology sites, crosses the Little Miami River at a stable channel reach, has minimal impact
on the floodway/floodplain compared to the other alternatives, avoids the Hafner landfill, maximizes use of an
existing transportation corridor (rail), and has lower construction costs. Additional shifts of this corridor are
expected as additional options to minimize impacts are explored.

Revised Recommendations (December 2012)

Attachment D (revised Figure 17) presents revised corridors recommended for advancement by this Feasibility
Study Addendum. Added to the recommended corridors is a revised Alternative E, referred to as Alternative ‘E1’,
which was modified to cross the Little Miami River just south of the Horseshoe Bend in a channel reach identified as
moderately stable. This corridor avoids direct impacts to the Mariemont NHL and public gardens and walking/hiking
trails in the Lower 80. Although these features appear to be avoided, potential impacts to other resources in the
area will have to be evaluated as the project moves forward. Resources to be considered along Alternative E1
include the Hafner landfill, extensive floodway/floodplain, greenspace along the Little Miami River, and sensitive
archaeological resources associated with the Hahn National Register District.

The revised corridors depicted in Attachment D also include minor modifications at various locations along the
project length to accommodate roadway access point development and rail transit tie-ins.
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Next Steps in Tier 2 Project Development

The next step for the SR 32 Relocation project is to develop alternative alighnments within the recommended study
corridors advanced from the Feasibility Study/Addendum. Additional engineering, environmental studies and
community input are ongoing. Study corridors may be further refined as additional project information becomes
available. Alignments, which are narrower than the study corridors and representative of the actual footprint
(width) needed for proposed roadway and associated multi-modal improvements, will be evaluated and presented
in a SR 32 Relocation Alternatives Evaluation Report (AER). The AER will identify a preliminary Preferred Alternative
to carry forward into detailed design and environmental clearance. A draft AER is anticipated to be completed in
December 2013.

A critical component of the AER evaluation will be development of a comprehensive evaluation matrix that
considers all of the important environmental resources, engineering constraints, and community issues. As the AER
work is being performed, input provided by the local communities through partnership committees will be an
important part of developing and evaluating alternatives. The framework for decision-making will focus on the
ability to meet the project purpose and need for improving regional mobility and connectivity, while balancing
avoidance of impacts to sensitive features, complexity and cost of mitigation, supporting community goals, fulfilling
regulatory requirements for resource protection, and considering public and agency input. The selection of a
preferred alternative including consideration of the No Build alternative is the responsibility of the Federal Highway
Administration in coordination with ODOT. The decision-making process will involve a collaborative effort that
includes on-going opportunities for public and agency input.

Attachments

Attachment A. Village of Mariemont National Historic Landmark — Boundaries Map
Attachment B. Figure 12 (revised) — History Architecture Resources

Attachment C. Agency Coordination

Attachment D. Figure 17 (revised) — Recommended Corridors for Advancement
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Attachment B
Figure 12 (revised) — History Architecture Resources



LEGEND

’roject Study Area

°reliminary Alternative Corridors

AN o W o ST S NN T 3 R N Y T

Feasibility Study
Eastern Corridor Multi-Modal Projects

Segment II-1ll; Relocated SR 32
HAM/CLE-32F-2.50/0.00; PID 86462

7

L
£

Figure 12

History / Architecture Resources
(Revised December 2012)
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Agency Coordination














































































Attachment D
Figure 17 (revised) — Alternative Corridors
Recommended for Advancement








